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Introduction: Leakage reduction is a top priority for UK water companies as they 
strive to ensure the efficient use of water resources and minimise environmental 
impact. Looking ahead to 2050, water companies have set ambitious targets to 
further tackle water leakage. In this blog post, we will explore the leakage targets 
established for UK water companies and the vision they hold for a more sustainable 
water future. 

Current Leakage Targets: As of the time of writing, UK water companies operate 
under the regulatory framework established by the Water Services Regulation 
Authority (Ofwat). Under this framework, water companies are required to set five-
year plans, known as Asset Management Plans (AMPs), outlining their strategies for 
leakage reduction. 

For the current AMP cycle, which spans from 2020 to 2025, Ofwat has set an average 
target for water companies to collectively reduce leakage by 16%. These targets are 
customised based on factors such as the company's past performance, geographical 
considerations, and the potential for improvement. 

Vision for 2050: Beyond the current AMP cycle, the UK water industry envisions a 
sustainable and resilient water sector for 2050. While specific leakage reduction 
targets for 2050 may vary among water companies, the overarching goal is to 
significantly reduce water loss and work towards the ultimate ambition of "zero 
leakage." 

This vision aligns with the broader goals of the UK government's 25-year 
Environment Plan and the Water Industry National Environment Programme (WINEP). 
The water industry aims to adopt innovative technologies, implement robust asset 
management strategies, and promote behaviour change to achieve long-term 
leakage reduction. 

Investments and Initiatives: To achieve these targets, UK water companies are 
investing heavily in infrastructure upgrades, advanced leak detection technologies, 
and proactive asset management practices. This includes the adoption of smart water 
metering systems, real-time data analytics, and pressure management techniques. By 
modernising the aging infrastructure, enhancing monitoring capabilities, and 
implementing predictive maintenance approaches, water companies can proactively 
identify and address leaks more efficiently. 



 
Collaboration and Innovation: Meeting leakage targets and ensuring a sustainable 
water future require collaboration between water companies, regulators, customers, 
and other stakeholders. Water companies are actively engaging with customers, 
raising awareness about water conservation, and providing resources for leak 
detection and repair on the customer side. Collaborative initiatives and partnerships 
with academic institutions, technology providers, and industry experts foster 
innovation and accelerate progress towards leakage reduction goals. 

Conclusion: The UK water industry's leakage targets until 2050 exemplify its 
commitment to addressing water loss and building a more sustainable future. With 
regulatory frameworks, AMP cycles, and a shared vision for "zero leakage," water 
companies are investing in innovative technologies, upgrading infrastructure, and 
implementing proactive management practices. Through collaboration, customer 
engagement, and continuous innovation, the UK water industry aims to create a 
resilient and efficient water sector that ensures the responsible use of water 
resources for generations to come. 
 

 


